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Coverage of Franch Underground Tests

I attended a meeting today in the office of the Special Assistant for
Atomic Enargy and Outer Space (S/A%) to explore the possibility of locating
three stetions of the ¥, 5. Atomle Energy Detectlon System in eress cloge
to Algerls to cover French underground atomic tests which, according to &
reliable intslligence wource, will be taking place from Oetobar 1961 through
March 1952,

Col. L. B. Williams of 5/4% opened the meeting by outlining the importance
of the propoeal, vhich is expeoted to yileld information and deta concerning
the effactivensss of owr wrlerground detection facilitias. He also gave a
deseription of the types of equipment needed for the dotection sites., Mr.
Williom Jonos of UNP expressed in rether forceful terms Y0's view that
should any U. S. connsction with French tests becoms known, we would be opsn
to the charge, particulerly from the Russisns, thot we were in fact walng
the French tests as a device for sscuring informstion on nuclear blaste, and
have therefore not lived wp to our self-imposed ban on nuclear tosting.

Mr. Robort Foulon, speaking for &F, noted elao the wehemant resction wa would
get from Africsn states in general, sinee thay biblicly committed to having
Africa be a nuclear-froe zone. Mr, Jesse H. Maclnight and ¥, Poulon then
proceeded to point out that two of the proposed sites for the detection
gtations, Mall and Niger, must be oxcluwied for politicel responm: not only

. would 1t be wlmost impossible to concesl such actlvitiea fromthe French in

these two countries, but slso it would sppasr to be necessary to secure the
approval of these two governments hefore procesding, end suck spprovsl l1s
1ikely to be withheld.

¥p, Foulon then asked me to desoribs the possibllitles that aight exlst
for this type of operation in Libys (Mr. Jomes of UNP hed to leave the moeting
as I was boginning my exposition). I said that there seemed to mo to be
cartain foetors in the Libyen situation which might sllow the location of
such detection stationz, Two posaible 'oovers® suggested thuuselves: (1)
tho G4th Pngineer Battslion is now engagaed in o mapping survey project in
precissly the area where the sites proposed for Libyn would be looated, the
Chat-Sebhe~Ghadanes trisngle. From Col. Willlems deseriptlon of ths equipment
raquired, it would appear possible that it could bas introduced into Libys
us part of an inginear survey team without raising suspioions; {2) Yost of
the ares in question 1s coversd by oll concession land, most of it remtod
to Americsn odl companies, The detection eguipment is quite similar to and
would be indistingulshable sxzeapt by sn expert fromths type of aguipment
used by oll exploration tesmsz. I added that 1% is even concoivable that
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either one or both of these cavers could be uwed vithout having to inform i
the Lityan Governmont or the King, elthough this 1u ¢ polnt on vhieh our :
Ambasamdor's commantg would obvicusly be required. ind, or courga, the :
wholo sohame would hsve to be disoussed with the dAnbasgador at a1 early

1y
possiblay (3) Col, Willfams would initinte action to bring the detection

People together with the Knglneers to 666 what the posaibilition woulg be

Tor utilizing the Engineer detschment In Lityn ne a ocovers (4) in the

near future, he would sshedule 2 meeting with Dafense, ISA, WFTAC {Alr '
Foree Tachniesl Applicetions Conter), end State to consider the mattey !
further and deternine 1¢ the stage has baoy roachod for an approach to ;
the azbassedor on the aubjact, M, Foulon stressed that A7 has, of course,

not comattted itmels to enything sxoept to consider the pProposal furthey,

AF§ APN thBtFPostimin
ey, .v'-T




bt T
)56 Frems = [ty




